
 

 

 

 

HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

Minutes of April 27, 2021 

 

The 396th meeting of the Holyoke Community College Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, 

April 27, 2021, remotely with Chair Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. presiding. 

 

MEMBERS 

PRESENT 

 

Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair 

Charles Epstein 

Trustee Gi 

Ted Hebert 

Yolanda Johnson 

Suzanne Parker 

Ivonne Vidal 

Eleanor Williams 

 

MEMBERS 

ABSENT 

Lucy Perez 

Evan Plotkin 

 

ALSO 

PRESENT 

Pesha Black, Beth Breton, Michele Cabral, Kris Ricker Choleva, Julissa Colon, 

Karen Desjeans, Mary Dixey, Amy Dopp, Clara Elliott, Derek Estrella, 

Rosemary Fiedler, Curt Foster, Raul Gutiérrez, Jeffrey Hayden, Anne Herron, 

Kim Hicks, Walter Kerce, Olivia Kynard, Lauren LeClair, Jane Lerner, Arvard 

Lingham, Lea Occhialini, Michelle Robak, JoAnne Rome, Christina Royal, 

Narayan Sampath, Shannon Sarkisian, Amanda Sbrisicia, Laurel Schlegel, 

Adrienne Smith, Idelia Smith, Linda Szalankiewicz, Renee Tastad, Trudy Tynan, 

Lori Wayson, and Chris Yurko 

 

CALL TO ORDER At 8:02 am, the meeting was officially called to order by Chair Gilbert. 

 

Roll Call Attendance:  

Charles Epstein  Yes 

Trustee Gi  Yes 

Ted Hebert  Yes 

Suzanne Parker  Yes 

Ivonne Vidal  Yes 

Eleanor Williams Yes 

Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 

CONSIDERATION OF 

CONSENT AGENDA 

ITEMS 

Chair Gilbert asked if any consent agenda items needed to be moved to the 

regular agenda.  

 

Chair Gilbert called for a vote of the Consent Agenda.   

• Consideration of Minutes for Board of Trustee Meeting of 

March 23, 2021 

• Report of Personnel Actions dated April 27, 2021 

• To approve the personnel actions listed the Non-Unit 

Professional and Faculty. 

• To approve the recommendations for tenure as presented. 

• To empower the President of the College to approve all 
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personnel actions prior to the next meeting. 

• To provide annual authorization to Narayan Sampath, Vice 

President for Administration and Finance, and Curt Foster, 

Comptroller, to sign legal documents on behalf of the College. 

• Committee Reports 

• Advocacy 

• Audit and Finance  

• By-Laws and Governance 

• Equity 

• Nominating 

• Presidential Evaluation 

• Strategic Planning 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Parker and seconded by Trustee Vidal to approve 

the Consent Agenda. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

Charles Epstein  Yes 

Trustee Gi  Yes 

Ted Hebert  Yes 

Suzanne Parker  Yes 

Ivonne Vidal  Yes 

Eleanor Williams Yes 

Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 

AUDIT AND FINANCE 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Vice President Sampath provided an overview of the Second Quarter Statement 

of Revenue and Expenses. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Williams and seconded by Trustee Parker to 

approve the Second Quarter Statement of Revenue and Expenses 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

Charles Epstein  Yes 

Trustee Gi  Yes 

Ted Hebert  Yes 

Yolanda Johnson Yes 

Suzanne Parker  Yes 

Ivonne Vidal  Yes 

Eleanor Williams Yes 

Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 

Vice President Sampath reported that after consulting a number of stakeholders 

across campus, including the Student Senate and the Budget Advisory 

Committee, the College requests a motion to keep tuition and fees, as is, and not 

increase them for the next academic year, starting July 1, 2021.   

 

A motion was made by Trustee Vidal and seconded by Trustee Epstein to 

approve the revisions to the Student Fee Schedule for FY 2022 as presented. 
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Roll Call Vote:  

Charles Epstein  Yes 

Trustee Gi  Yes 

Ted Hebert  Yes 

Yolanda Johnson Yes 

Suzanne Parker  Yes 

Ivonne Vidal  Yes 

Eleanor Williams Yes 

Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 

 

CHAIR’S REMARKS Chair Gilbert shared highlights since the last Board meeting. 

• Along with Dr. Christina Royal, interviewed a potential new trustee on 

April 1st.  The Board has an opening due to Trustee Delgado leaving the 

Board at the end of February. 

• Attended a joint meeting of the BOT Equity Committee and Student 

Senate Equity Committee on April 22nd.  Trustee Gi will be provide an 

update shortly. 

• Reminded trustees if interested in the positions of Secretary or Vice 

Chair to contact the Nominating Committee.  Elections will happen at 

the Annual Meeting in June. 

• Regarding the Demand for Change letter received from the MCCC 

Union President, Laura Schlegel, Chair Gilbert sent a response and is 

now awaiting a response. 

• Meeting monthly with Board Chairs of the 15 Community Colleges to 

provide input to the Board of Higher Education. 

 

Trustee Gi shared an update on the progress of the student government over this 

semester.  The Student Senate was honored to have the Board’s Equity 

Committee attend to hear ideas and to use the opportunity to share the student 

vision of equity and provide a summary of the projects. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT Vice President Anne Herron introduced a new employee, Jane Lerner, who is our 

Title III Activity Director, and will oversee this five-year multifaceted grant 

 

President Royal announced that an offer has been extended to Dr. Sharale Mathis 

for the Vice President of Academic and Student Affairs, and she has accepted.  

She will begin on July 1, 2021. 

 

Vice President Amanda Sbriscia provided an update on the one-day Challenge 

Day of Giving.  We are raising funds for scholarships for the Presidents Student 

Emergency Fund, and for our Thrive Center and Food Pantry.  The goal is 

focused on the number of donors and we are hoping for 150 donors.  Chair Gilbert 

and as launched a challenge to match every trustee gift dollar for dollar up to 

$25,000. 

 

President Royal discussed the Massachusetts Community College President’s 

statement regarding COVID-19 vaccinations and encouraging everyone to 

receive the vaccine.  The Presidents’ will continue to monitor the landscape. 
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Celebrating Academic Achievements – presented by Dr.  Kim Hicks, Dean of 

Arts and Humanities  
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Celebrating Academic Achievements – presented by Dr. Adrienne Smith, Dean 

of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
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Hy-Flex Demonstration (live) – Presented by the Information Technology 

Department 

 

President Royal thanked the speakers today for these substantial updates. 

 

ADJOURNMENT On a motion by Trustee Epstein and seconded by Trustee Williams it was 

VOTED to adjourn today’s meeting. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Charles Epstein  Yes 

Trustee Gi  Yes 

Ted Hebert  Yes 

Yolanda Johnson Yes 

Suzanne Parker  Yes 

Ivonne Vidal  Yes 

Eleanor Williams Yes 

Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:36 am. 

 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

   Ivonne Vidal, Secretary  

        Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved: Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair 
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